Dear Reader,

I am new to producing reading sermons. So, if you have any suggestions as to how I might improve my format or what I include – please email me at cdanielwilson@gmail.com. 

I have left my sermon manuscript formatted the way I normally write and read my sermons. They are colourful and written in conversational English. If you are a grammar nazi – then you will be frustrated with my punctuation and phrasing. However, once you read it out loud, you will normally be able to tell what I meant to say. Also, as you will see, I use a good bit of bold, italics, underlining and different colours to signal what are the most important things to say, and also to make it easier for my eye to pick up my place in the middle of paragraphs. I would recommend that you keep as many of those things as possible, and it should help you keep better eye contact with the congregation since you should find it easier to keep your place while reading. I highly encourage you to commit as much of the introduction or children’s illustrations to memory as you can, so that these can be delivered to the congregation with maximum eye contact. 

Where possible, I highly recommend that you listen to the sermon as I preached it at either the Nelson website or the website of North Shore. I recommend that because that will also help hear the places where I added or skipped over material in the manuscript, and the places where I clarified my meaning. I have edited bits and pieces which I thought most important, but I have not sought to include all the additional material that comes to me while in the pulpit. I would practically have to use a transcription service for that. However, I hope and pray that this sermon will be a blessing to you and to your congregation. To God be the Glory!

Blessings in our Lord, Pastor Daniel Wilson 
My Suggestions for the Order of Service 

Song before the Service: #73C

Call to Worship: Psalm 34:1-3
Silent Prayer

Congregation of our Lord Jesus Christ: Our help is in the name of the Lord, The Maker of the Heavens and the Earth. And God greets us in His Word: Grace to you and Peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.
Let us respond to God’s call to worship Him: #100
 “Shout to the Lord with joy” 
PLEASE REMAIN STANDING as we profess our faith using the Apostles’ Creed

Catechism Reading:
Lord’s Day 2 Forms and Confessions pg15 
Praise #111   “O give the Lord wholehearted praise” Verses 1-5

Congregational prayer

Scripture readings: Deuteronomy 5:32-6:9




Galatians 3:19-29

Appropriate scripture could be read here to introduce the Tithes and Offerings… As the Deacons come ...
Let’s cont. to worship as we sing Our Song of Prep:   Psalm #119
“Teach me, O Lord” Vs 33-40
Sermon Text:
Matt 22:15-46 

Sermon Title: 
Misery Teacher
Let us now sing a song of Response – 447
“A Debtor to Mercy Alone” 
Parting Blessing
Doxology: 
#525
“Now unto Him”

Evening Sermon: “Misery Teacher”



Heidelberg #2
Text:  Matthew 22:34-40 (read vs.15-46)
Reading:   Galatians 3:19-29;  Deuteronomy 5:32-6:9
Introduction:
Children, Have you ever asked your parents a question which they didn’t know how to answer? It happens sometimes… and it is not always the most comfortable thing for your parents. I am sure that at some point in our lives, all of us have been asked questions for which we didn’t have an answer! 

 In our text for this evening, the Pharisees were hoping that they could ask Jesus some questions which He couldn’t answer. You see, there were increasing conflicts between Jesus and the religious leaders of His day because they thought that Jesus was a threat to their power and position! Therefore, the religious leaders wanted to trick or discredit Jesus before the people. In our reading, we saw the Pharisees team up with their enemies, the Herodians to try to trick Jesus with a question about the Law and Taxes. And Jesus trashed them with a thoroughly Godly and Wise Answer. That same day, the Sadducees decided to have a go at Jesus – and they challenged Him about the idea of the resurrection. Jesus Also answered them in such a way that they were utterly silenced! 



Hearing that their opponents had been bested, the Pharisees gathered to take another Crack at Jesus… and that third try is the focus of our text/sermon tonight!


These men – who so deeply missed the point of these commandments – challenged Jesus to tell them what the most important commandment was… And in answering them, He revealed their complete ignorance and exposed the misery of their unbelieving hearts! He did so by explaining that the KEY commandment was to LOVE God with EVERYTHING you are and Do, and the Second commandment that flows from it – is that you are to Love others as yourself!! These Pharisees had completely lost this basic heart element of faith/obedience! Therefore, the law revealed their Miserable inability, and their GREAT Need for a Savior – a need they mostly proceeded to ignore!!
(REVIEW) Last week, we looked at the Comfort and Commitment of the Christian life! We opened up Hebrews 2 and 3 to explore the principles of Lord’s Day #1. We saw that everyone has a comforter of some sort, because we live in a fallen sinful world. And the challenge we face as believers is to keep our eyes on the ONE True Hope for Comfort and Salvation = Jesus Christ! If HE is your focus – you should be able to tell by the things you find as your comfort in daily life! Which means that the challenge of Lord’s Day one is more than just – “IS Christ my eternal Comfort”, but it is also “do I consistently live my daily life based on my Eternal Hope in Christ!?”









IF so, people around you should be able to tell!

This evening, we come to the role of the Law in teaching us our need for Christ. AS we study this passage we will learn: God’s Law is intended to reveal our utter misery, inability to obey, and our need for a Savior!

Now, I have already briefly explained the context/setting of this encounter between Jesus and the Pharisees. SO, let’s unpack our theme by focusing on God’s Summary of His Law here: We’ll Do so under 3 headings: 
I. The Original Setting  

II. The Laws Themselves

III. The Ultimate Goal

Let’s begin with:

I. The  Original Setting    
(REPEAT)
This first summary statement of the Law was first given in Deuteronomy 6:5. In that context, God had just given His redeemed people Israel the 10 commandments. They had already been saved by faith when they left Egypt. They had shown that faith by preparing to leave when Pharoah had not given them permission, and thru their observance of the sacrifice of the Passover lamb. They had painted the doors with blood, dressed in travelling clothes and eaten their dinner in the middle of the night, trusting by faith that God would save them. And He Did! 

And by Deut. 6, when they have gathered to hear God’s Law from Moses – they had already sinned, been forgiven and restored several times. And so, God gives the people His Law for their Good – to protect them against the danger of sin! We see that in Deuteronomy 6:1-3 – There God makes it clear that the Law is for Israel and their children, so that things would go well for them. 













Children, God’s Law and your parents’ rules are not to annoy or control you – they are designed for your good – to protect you. We as parents often fail to make our rules well, but the good of our children should always be the goal for every rule! 

Having assured His people that the Law was for their good, God gave them this summary of the Law – Love the Lord your God with All you heart and with All your Soul and with All your strength! The point of this was the direction to these early believers in God to ALWAYS Keep Loving God as the core of their faith! They had been given a whole book of sacrifices and ceremonies – but the KEY Issue at stake was not their performance, but their Faith IN and Love For their God!


And God emphasizes this by saying that (1) the Law of Loving God should be primary; (2) all the commandments should be a part of everyday life for His people – when you get up in the morning, you should talk about it… When you sit down, you should chat about it… when you walk along the road, it should be the topic of conversation… when you go to bed it should be the last thing you discuss! And then when you get up in the morning, you should start all over! For this Love for God should be all-consuming for He is your only hope of Comfort, Joy and Satisfaction in THIS life or the Next! 

So, Please understand this – and Paul really hammers this in the book of Galatians… the Law was NEVER given as a rulebook whereby you could EARN your way to Heaven. Children… Listen up… You will NEVER be good enough to earn your way to Heaven! Think of it this way… if your parents died and you were an orphan waiting to be adopted… You could NEVER be “Good enough” to earn new parents! However, once you got adopted into a new family, there would be rules that you would need to obey as a part of being in that family! The same principle is true with God’s family. The Rules were always meant to help you enjoy life in the family and grow closer to your Heavenly Father in Faith – never as a set of rules for you to earn your way to God! 

And with that, we come to our SECOND point:

II. The Laws Themselves         (REPEAT)
The first thing we need to do as we consider the Laws themselves is to look at the translation. Our Catechism refers to Matthew 22, and says the Summary of the Law is: Love the Lord your God, with all your Heart, and with all your Soul, and with all your Mind, and with all your strength. However, that is not what we read out of Matthew 22! 

Now, those words are Biblical, because they are a combination of both Deuteronomy 6 and Matthew 22 – and that would be enough to allay any fears. But we can do better than that. For Mark 12:29-31 gives us the whole phrase in that order. And so we know that God definitely wants us to know that full summary. And the summary commandment to Love your neighbor as yourself comes from Leviticus 19:18. So, as we get into it, I will preach the whole summary – not just what we find in Matthew…

Let us consider this First and Greatest Commandment: but even as we begin to consider this, we have to start with a definition. For God’s meaning for love is very different from what you and I often think. God defines love best in 1 Corinthians 13: where every aspect of his description involves action and sacrifice! To love as God intends, must involve selflessness, Charity, Giving and even suffering for the good of the one whom you love! And so we cannot read these commands of God with an earthly understanding of love as a feeling or emotion. LOVE IS NOT A FEELING!! True Love is an action or a commitment to Act for the Other person’s BEST Interest! And God calls us to LOVE HIM FIRST. Above all other Loves – the First and Greatest Commandment of God is LOVE HIM! 
God goes on to explain what He means in detail: He says you are to LOVE Him with ALL your Heart! … With ALL of your SOUL! … With All of your MIND! … And With All of your Strength! 


Consider that… When God says, Love Him with ALL your HEART – He is not referring merely to the organ pumping blood in your chest! Although He certainly does refer to that as well! For perhaps we could reword this first element of the command as follows: Love the Lord your God with EVERY Beat of your Heart! Ah, now that gets closer to the heart of the matter (as we say). It means that God requires you to Love Him at all times and from the very center of your being, including your feelings and emotions!
And if there was any question of whether that was the point – God continues to say, Love with all your soul! Your love is not to be merely physical, but spiritual. From your core you are to desire the Lord... Serving Him with your all! And…You cannot love God from your Soul, apart from repenting of your Sin and putting your Faith in Jesus Christ as your Substitute and Savior!

Third, God says, Love HIM with ALL your Mind!! Now that is a killer… for where do so many wicked ideas and temptations take root – but in your head! And God knows this – as a Man thinks in His heart, so is HE! 


Your Mind represents your Will – your Choices! In loving God, you Sacrifice your will and your pleasure to benefit and serve HIM with Every thought, concept and idea that you allow to stay in your brain! That is why God commands in Phil.4 for you to think on those things that are good, and right, and Holy and True and Admirable – for you are to Love God with your Mind – and you CANNOT do that unless you are exercising self-control over what you think about on a daily basis! So, often believers say that they can’t help what they think about. THAT IS NOT TRUE!! 
It is Not that you can’t help it – it is that you WON’T Help it! You have chosen not to exercise that Love to God with your Mind and so you can’t stop thinking in certain ways… The Choice comes first – it always does! Yes, temptations come, and YES, it is hard to have self-control in your thoughts…but you only succumb to temptation when you CHOOSE to do so… We know that because God tells us that He always provides a way of escape – therefore, if you sin, you ignored the escape and chose the sin!!
Finally, God says, Love Him with ALL your Strength! Do not exert all your energies on pursuing money – for it does not satisfy. Do NOT exert all your strength to find Pleasure/fun in games or worldly entertainments – for they will not last as long as Hell. Do not waste your vigor on that which is not REAL… But use your every inclination and muscle and fibre of your being to serve the Lord!! THIS IS WHAT God requires of you! Heart… Soul… Mind… and Strength!

And if that was not enough to bring you to an end of yourself… 

Consider how God goes further to give the second great commandment: Love your Neighbor as yourself!
Now, before I take even one step further – there is a WICKED, pernicious, sneaky, SATANIC interpretation of these words which threatens to undermine the verse’s clear force and meaning: I am speaking of the interpretation which says, “If you are to love your neighbor as yourself, you must first learn to love yourself!” 



That is a Hellish LIE of Satan! Now, you might be shocked at my strong words, especially if you have heard well-meaning Christians teach that idea before! BUT, carefully consider how it is a lie… Satan wants you to Love and serve yourself – Not God. And so, he argues so strongly (even thru some misguided preachers) that you should first love yourself. The Bible does NOT say that – ANYWHERE!! You will NEVER find a single passage that says, “Love yourself.” God always explicitly or implicitly says that you already love yourself TOO MUCH!!

If you loved your neighbor half as much as you currently love yourself – I guarantee EVERYONE of you would love them more than you currently do! I say that with great confidence for the vast majority of us (myself included)! 


 Although I know that there are some who actively love and pray for and witness to their neighbors – the rest of us, however, often FAIL dismally – and Why?! Because we love ourselves, our pride, our self-worth, our comfort, and our reputation MORE than we love the dying souls headed to Hell all around us!

You already love yourselves FAR too much! And one of the grand lies of Satan is that you need to learn to forgive yourself and love yourself and be happy with yourself – when in reality, as long as you are thinking that: YOU ARE LOVING YOURSELF TOO MUCH! Because all you are doing is focusing on yourself instead of Christ, and yourself instead of others!! In reality, when you think that way, you need to learn to mortify the flesh – to put to death the old man of Sin and learn to accept God’s forgiveness, and Learn to be content with what God has given!  And that flows from a greater love for God and others!
And ALL THIS brings us to our THIRD point:

III. The Ultimate Goal        (REPEAT)
You have probably been at least a little overwhelmed this evening… you have probably reached a point where you are not happy with everything I am saying… Because I have shown repeatedly how you are clearly disobedient and unprofitable servants of God! Frankly: You and I ARE Failures when it comes to God’s Commandments! 


And if that is your conclusion from all that I have been saying – PRAISE THE LORD!! 

For the Ultimate Goal of God’s Law is to bring you to the utter realization that you NEED CHRIST! AS a Believer or as an unbeliever – you CANNOT be good enough!  You have a natural tendency to Hate God and your neighbor, and God wants you to know this, so that you can repent and believe in the Lord Jesus!
As we saw earlier on, these commandments are First of All For God’s People... And yet, it also is something more… For this commandment reveals the Absolute Standard of a Holy God for sinners like us! IT has application to ALL people! Whether you currently have professed your faith or not – THIS IS THE STANDARD by Which God will judge you on the final day of Judgment! 
How will you do?   IF You are RESTING IN your OWN STRENGTH, then you will not do very well!! But you need not rest on yourself…. For God has given the Law to lead you to Christ!

I love Paul’s words in Galatians 3: The Law has become our tutor to lead us to Christ, so that we might be justified by faith! Christ came to obey the Law PERFECTLY! Every jot, every tiny aspect of every command – He fulfilled! He loved God the Father and God the Spirit with an intensity and Zeal that humanity never could – for He was truly God. And He loved us with a love that cannot be measured! He lived the perfect life that you can’t live, and  then died to pay the penalty for the sinful life which you continue to live! Let the misery that the Law reveals in your heart/Life lead you to Jesus Christ!  TRUST THAT HE Suffered for you – that you might be set free! Do not delay – Rest in this Christ, and then LOVE Him with a passion which will work itself out into every area of your life – flowing and overflowing into love for God and your neighbors to the glory of the Triune God! 
AMEN.

